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 The Ministry of Communications and Works (Department of Antiquities) announces that 2009 

was the third season during which the Polish Mission undertook excavations at the Kato Pafos 

Archaeological Site. The excavations were co-financed by the Department of Antiquities and the 

University of Warsaw. On behalf of the Department of Antiquities, Dr Aggelos Papadopoulos 

supervised the excavations between the 16th and 19th December 2008 and 9th January until 4th 

February 2009. Between the 9th of March and the 17th of April Dr Henryk Meyza, assisted by 

Ms Joanna Michalska, supervised the excavations on behalf of the Polish Mission and from the 

29th August until the 3rd of October Dr Henryk Meyza supervised the work. The third season of 

excavations included the regular excavation of the western part of the so-called Hellenistic 

House, the conservation (executed by PROP, Krakow) of a cistern situated under courtyard No. 

13, as well as the reconstruction of the Nabatean column belonging to the tetrastyle courtyard. 

The reconstruction was executed by the Department of Antiquities.The most extensive areas that 

were investigated were: the south-eastern part of the House of Aion, excavated mainly by Dr 

Papadopoulos and documented by the Polish Mission, and the western part of the Hellenistic 

House. 

 

In the House of Aion, four new rooms were identified, including two (No. 41, 42) with severely 

damaged monochrome mosaics, which were found slightly displaced but preserving their relation 

to the dividing wall. Another mosaic seems to have been reused in the Late Roman period. Apart 

from the above, the area seems to have been looted as indicated by the deep modern trenches 

found.  

 

Important evidence was revealed in the western part of the Hellenistic House. This area was 

destroyed by an earthquake not before Adrian’s times and only a fraction of decorated blocks 

had been removed in antiquity. In courtyard No. 13, an existing impluvium with a tetrastyle 

portico underwent modifications since a higher wall was built enclosing the basin between the 

columns, following a final destruction. Surrounding the impluvium many scattered fragments of 

a small, long integrated entablature measuring ca. 15 m. in length were found. These seem to 

have belonged to an upper storey (all 4 of its corners have been preserved). Within the pool, 

parts of the main colonnade’s Doric frieze were found as well as a Roman-baroque cornice with 



modillons. One of the portico’s columns, with its so-called Nabatean pseudo-Ionic capital was 

found collapsed (one of its drums was missing) and has been restored. 

 

The cistern, which was discovered in 2007, may be approached from the north and specifically, 

from the rooms under the later south enclosure wall of the House of Theseus, by means of a 

dromos, which at its lower end forms a staircase. The cistern’s well head was found immediately 

to the north of the impluvium. Within the cistern a well-preserved, ornate spear butt, sauroter, 

was found. A second cistern was found under the south-western part of the courtyard and it 

seems to have supplied water to a bath complex extending south and west of the courtyard. This 

bath complex is still partially excavated and in its southern part it consists of two rooms with 

hypocaustic floors and a system of heating channels and pipes. The hypocaust was severely 

looted even at its lower level of terracotta slabs, of which only imprints in the mortar have 

survived. In a much better condition were preserved the walls and flue channel of the next room, 

to the north (No. 32), which was probably a praefurnium. This room has not yet been excavated 

to the level of its floor, which is situated lower than in the surrounding rooms. The thick layer of 

burnt matter and the presence of a channel which led hot air to the hypocaust floors of Rooms 31 

and 27 and to the Roman House room 4, as well as a partly preserved pillar with triple internal 

tubulature, cut in stone blocks, are the indications of the room’s use as a praefurnium. A similar 

but possibly reused pillar was found collapsed in the western part of courtyard 13. Further to the 

west, two other rooms with stone-paved floors were excavated (No. 33 and 28). In these rooms 

large pieces of floor were found, probably belonging to an upper storey. Excavations in the 

north-west corner of courtyard 13 revealed another room (no. 34) with a blocked door and the 

remains of a staircase which lead to an upper floor. 

 

The most important discoveries of 2009 include: the unearthing of several sections of a long wall 

running close to the damaged stylobate of the Villa of Theseus’ peristyle southern portico; the 

discovery of important data related to the early phases of the Hellenistic House, suggesting that 

parts of the House originally had floors at much deeper levels; the extent of the earlier bathing 

establishment under the eastern part of the later Villa of Theseus has been confirmed. 
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